
  experience shared. 
CAL SUNDAY RIDE 

Sunday, September 3, 2006 
Destination: The Annual Fall Two-Pass Ride! 

Departure: 7:00am 
 

Welcome Friends, 

This has been a regular autumn ride for the last 8 years, always in September or 
October, and has always been popular with experienced riders. This is a VERY  
LONG ride, 500 to 550 miles, depending on side routes, and includes some optional 
street sections and some easy optional dirt routes as well. 
 
We leave at 7:00 am and run up as quickly as we can to Jamestown and stop for gas 
at the second service station in town. Do not go into the Old Town of Jamestown,  
stay on the main road. We take about a 15-20 minute break here, and this is a good 
place to meet up and collect everybody. 
 
The route is 237 to 880/680 to 84 to 580, then out 205 to Manteca and 120, which  
we follow to 108 and Jamestown. Be careful, don't take 120turn-off to Yosemite, that's 
where 108 starts. If you need gas on the way you can stop in Manteca, Escalon or 
Oakdale, and still catch up to us in Jamestown. 
 
After Jamestown Break we head out on 108 towards Sonora Pass. The next official stop 
is at Dardanelle, a small complex of cabins with a little store and a place to use the 
bathrooms. It is on the right, not far after a section of summer cabins, and you have to 
watch closely for it, as it is not well marked. I'll park a bike at the entrance.  
 
We'll take another 20 minute break here, and recover for the beautiful ride up Sonora 
Pass to come. We usually stop at the summit (pull over on the right, at the crest of the 
pass), and take a picture or two. There are some optional dirt routes we might take on  
the east side of Sonora Pass, it will depend on time and conditions whether we do these 
or not. 
 
At the bottom of Sonora Pass we turn right on 395 and head in to Bridgeport, stopping 
for gas at the first gas station on the right as we come into town. We'll collect up at the 
gas station, and others can ride out the paved road to Twin Lakes while I lead a dirt ride 
up Aurora Canyon and out to Bodie. These are easy two-track dirt roads, nothing very 
challenging. We'll return to 395 and all stop for a late lunch at Nicely's, in Lee Vining. 
This is our traditional lunch spot, and they always seem to accommodate everyone 
without too much fuss.  
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The last part of the ride is the return over Tioga Pass (120). This is one of the prettiest 
parts of the ride, but not for speeding, as the Park Police all use radar. We stop at 
Lembert Dome in Tuolumne Meadows, and sometimes we climb it. (We did last year.) 
Then everyone heads for home down 120 on their own. We usually stop for a snack and 
gas in Oakdale, and then head straight home.  
 

Travel time is at least 12 hours and sometimes 14 or 15 if you do all the routes and the 
climb. This ride is for experienced touring riders only, and it is not a race! You have to 
pace yourself; it is no fun to crash on the other side of the Sierras and figure out how to 
get your bike home! I expect everyone to ride safely and for there to be no crashes. There 
is absolutely no reason to crash on a ride this long. The pace should be such that you are 
always in control and are riding with a margin of safety. The ride is very long, you are 
riding independently, and you will be tired, so take it easy! We have had a very good 
safety record on this ride for the last several years and we want to keep it that way. I 
hope you can join us. Have fun and be safe! E-mail me if you have any questions or 
concerns. 

Best Regards, 
Kari Prager 
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